70   MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS

Monsieur Bergeret took some papers from the
table and read the heading :

" Concerning the Trublions which arose in the
time of the Republick."

Monsieur Goubin inquired who these Trublions
were. Monsieur Bergeret replied that he would no
doubt discover that from what followed, and that it
was a good plan to read a text before commenting
on it. And he read as follows :

<c In those days there appeared in the city folk
that uttered loud cries and were named Trublions,
inasmuch as they served a chief named Trublion,
who was of high lineage but small understanding
and full of the arrogance of youth. And the
Trublions also had another chief named Tintin-
nabule who made excellent speeches and marvellous
songs and had been cast forth from the republick
by the law and usage of ostracism. In truth the
said Tintinnabule was adverse to Trublion; when
the one pulled up stream the other pulled down.
But the Trublions cared nothing for that, being so
crazy that they did not know whither they were
steering.

" At that time there lived in the mountains a
villager named Robin Honeyman, who had already
a hoary head, like a shock of hay or straw; a person
full of guile and subtlety, and very expert in the art
of feigning, who believed that he could govern the
State by means of these Trublions^ and he flattered